CITY OF BANGOR

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

September 19, 2011

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

Roll Call: Mayor Jennifer Carpio-Zeller, Mayor Pro-Tem Rosemary Insidioso, Council Members David Bournay, Renee Doroh, Lynne Farmer and  Fred Hicks.

Absent: Teresa Wiles.

Motion by Council Member Insidioso, supported by Council Member Doroh, to approve the agenda as presented. All voted yes, motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Hicks, supported by Council Member Farmer, to approve the minutes of September 6, 2011 as presented.  All voted yes, motion carried.

Committee Updates and Department Head Reports: 

Treasurer’s Report: The audit went very well this year. They were able to complete it in three days instead of five, which is the first time that was accomplished. Cheri also reported that the grant money from the Arlington Street Project has been received and now paid out. 

Code Enforcement: A temporary occupancy permit has been issued to Hometown Pharmacy

Office addition has been finished for Gettman, Demolition has begun on the Fleetwood Buildings, and eighteen tickets have been issued for ordinance violations. 

Harvest Festival Update: The festival was a success again this year. The committees are looking for suggestions and volunteers for next year.

Mark Thomas gave a presentation regarding the changes and services that are provided by the Van Buren County Senior Services. They now have an office in Paw Paw and have the ability to see more clients.

Old Business: Police Department Building Committee: The Bangor School Board discussed our proposal to purchase the annex building for $25,000, pending the outcome of a cost analysis to rehab the building. The School also wanted a determination on where the boundaries would be if they sold the property. They did not make an immediate decision and plan to have the building appraised and will wait until that time to make an official decision. The Building Committee did meet on Wednesday, Sept. 14, to discuss this and set a time to visit Vicksburg and some Pre Manufactured houses. The date of 9-26 at 6:00 p.m. at Angel Crossing in Vicksburg was decided.

Council Vacancy Appointment: At the Sept. 6 meeting, Council requested all interested parties in filling the vacancy on City Council to submit letters of interest by this meeting on the 19th. To date, we have only received two letters, Phil Wiles and Pat Bator. A decision has to be made by Oct. 3rd.

City Manager Evaluation:  Attached find a copy of the City Manager’s last evaluation, as requested. Discussion needs to be continued on the process for performing the current year evaluation.

City Job Descriptions:   We now have several different communities’ job descriptions to use as examples for writing our own. Hopefully, this can be completed or at least a draft for the Oct. 3 meeting, this includes all levels of the City employees.

New Business: Habitat for Humanity Request: The South Haven Area Habitat for Humanity has asked us to approve a resolution recognizing them as a nonprofit organization operating in the community. This is the same request we had from the Bangor Historical Society. This is required by the Michigan Lottery Charitable Gaming Division to allow these nonprofit organizations an opportunity to do certain fund raisers.

Motion by Council Member Hicks, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to approve the South Haven Area Habitat for Humanity for the above stated resolution as a nonprofit organization as stated. Roll call vote.

Yes                                  No                      Absent                      Abstain

Carpip-Zeller                  None                   T. Wiles                      None

Insidioso 

Farmer

Bournay

Doroh

Hicks

Motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Farmer, supported by Council Member Hicks, to approve Trick or Treat time for October 31 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. All voted yes, motion carried.

Tree List: There are seventeen trees that need to be removed within the City and one that has branches that need to be removed. The budgeted amount for trees is $1000. We have received bids for this work, and the lowest one is $10,500 for the 17 trees and the one that needs branches removed. This includes stump grinding and removal of the wood. The tree committee will be holding a meeting soon and will make their recommendation to the Council.

City Council Work Sessions: It was previously discussed briefly about holding a Work Session prior to the City Council Meeting. After consideration, the Council wants to try this. The first work session will be held before the next Council meeting, Oct. 3 from 6-7 p.m. The public is welcome to attend the informal setting. 

Audience Comments: None

Motion by Council Member Hicks, supported by Council Member Bournay, to authorize payment of the bills in the amount of $602,383.01. Roll call vote.

Yes                             No                     Absent                   Abstain
Carpio-Zeller              None                  T. Wiles                  None

Insidioso

Farmer

Bournay

Doroh

Hicks

Motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Hicks, supported by Council Member Insidioso, to adjourn the meeting.  All voted yes, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

_________________________________   ___________________________

Jennifer Carpio-Zeller, Mayor                    Linda Vaught, City Clerk

